
HEALEY AREA FORUM
MINUTES OF MEETING
Thursday, 27 July 2017

PRESENT:  Councillors Heakin and O'Neill, S. Acton (Chair), M. Bennion, J. White, 
R. Lord, G. Bowden-Witts, V. Heather, C. Robinson, J. Kennedy, Anne Campbell, 
Aidan Campbell, J. Murphy, T. Ayton, A. Evans, H. Connely, J. Whittle, D. Barnett 
and H. Wilson.

OFFICERS: G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Wazir, Neil & Sue Dixon and Erica Ward.

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT
123
The Chair welcomed all to the Forum and asked that everyone abide by the Code of 
Conduct for the duration of the meeting.

GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
124
No GMP representative attended the meeting.

The Chair informed the Forum that PCSO Martin Smith had recently moved to 
another role. The Chair thanked Martin for his work in the Ward. This was endorsed 
by the Forum.

A general discussion followed with a number of issues being raised:

- Concerns that no GMP representative was present.
- Uncertainty about the role of Neighbourhood Policing.
- Would the previous PCSO be replaced.
- Lack of contact numbers for local GMP representatives.
- Homewatch members had not received a Homewatch update/information 

sheet for several months.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate these issues further.

PROCESS FOR INCLUDING/REMOVING ITEMS FROM THE ACTION SHEET 
THAT ARE RAISED DURING THE OPEN FORUM
125
The Forum was informed that discussions had taken place about introducing a 
process which effectively managed the inclusion and subsequent removal of action 
sheet items.

The following process was agreed:

1. When an issue is raised at the Area Forum meeting consideration should be 
given about the relevance of including the issue onto the action sheet.

2. If not relevant for inclusion the Township and Engagement Officer will report to 
the appropriate service for information / action.
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3. If it is agreed that the issue should be included on the action sheet the Township 
and Engagement Officer will report accordingly and feedback progress / action at 
the next available area forum meeting. Where possible the Township and 
Engagement Officer would provide the resident raising the issue with the service 
request / report number if the resident had provided an email address.

4. If progress / action is deemed appropriate by Forum members the issue will be 
removed from the action sheet. If progress / action is deemed unsatisfactory the 
issue will be referred to the Ward Councillors to progress.

It was also agreed that the Chair and Vice Chair would determine the issues to be 
listed and removed from the action sheet.

OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO COMMENT ON 
ISSUES IN THE WARD
126
Residents raised the following issues:

1. Bentley Street verge opposite Fletton Close had been severely damaged.
2. A Ward funded bollard near to Tesco Express has been removed following an 

accident.
3. Does the Council have a corporate response policy.
4. Registrars staff (in the office) at the cemetery are very helpful.
5. Damage is being caused to grass verges by the way they are being cut. 

Shawclough Way was cited as an example.
6. Can speed cameras be installed on Shawclough Road.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to report the issues raised. 
Shawclough Road would be discussed later in the meeting.

UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETING INCLUDING 
SHAWCLOUGH ROAD TRAFFIC SURVEY, SYKE POND, SYKE ROAD SURVEY, 
SYKE ROAD PICNIC BENCHES, SHAWCLOUGH STONE AND THE 10,000 
TREES PROJECT
127
The following updates where provided;

- Shawclough Road Traffic Survey

A discussion took place regarding the outcome of the traffic survey recently 
undertaken on Shawclough Road. A number of residents expressed their concerns 
about speeding on Shawclough Road and the fact that the traffic survey did not arrive 
at recommendations which would address safety concerns. It was also mentioned 
that an accident had occurred on the road recently.

It was stressed that the installation of speed cameras was unlikely as the road did not 
meet the criteria in terms of traffic speeds and serious accidents.

- Syke Pond

The Forum was informed that no progress had been made on this project. Although 
financial support for the initiative had been agreed Cabinet had requested that a 
report be produced outlining on-going schemes. Until this report has been to Cabinet 
progress cannot be made. 



The Forum requested that the Officer leading on this project be invited to the next 
Forum meeting if the report had not been to Cabinet as requested.

- Syke Road Survey

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that no progress had 
been made with the previous actions requested of Highways.

In order to progress this issue the Forum agreed to commit £1500 from Ward Funds 
to undertake a traffic survey. 

- Syke Road Picnic Benches

The Forum was informed that a number of complaints had been received about the 
siting of the above benches. However no objectors attended the meeting to explain 
their concerns in more detail.

Following debate it was agreed that the benches should not be placed in the area 
that had received the complaints and should be sited nearer to the Chapel. 
Environmental Management would need to be contacted to progress this issue.

- Shawclough Stone

This item was discussed because the cost of the project had increased to £2860.

Following discussion and debate it was agreed to abandon the stone option, 
replacing it with a ‘Rochdale in Bloom’ type sign. The possibility of also introducing a 
‘train silhouette’ on the land was also agreed.

- The 10,000 Trees Project

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he had received an 
email concerning the above project. In simple terms the 10000 Trees Project places 
additional trees on identified land.

The Forum agreed that the Common be used as part of this project if possible.

- Council Policy on ‘A’ Boards

No progress had been made on this.

- People crossing sign – Shawclough Road / Bentley Street

A resident informed the Forum that this sign had now been installed.

- Parking bays adjacent to Syke Methodist Chapel

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that Highways and 
Transport for Greater Manchester would not support the introduction of parking bays 
adjacent to the Chapel.

The Forum expressed their dissatisfaction with this response.

- Newlands Close – Tree problem



The Forum was informed that the Township and Engagement Officer had visited the 
resident and that the problem was a private / Rochdale Boroughwide Housing issue. 

- Re-painting double yellow lines

In response to a question at the previous meeting the Forum was informed that the 
target for replacing yellow lines is two weeks, depending upon urgency, for example 
Stop / Give Way Junctions are usually re-instated immediately whereas smaller / less 
problematical sections of the highway may take longer.

- Bus Shelters – Dewhirst Road

In response to a question the Forum was informed that as far as the Township and 
Engagement Officer was aware the shelters would be replaced once bases had been 
improved.

- Additional Trees

The Forum was informed that the additional trees to be placed adjacent to the ‘road 
with no name’ and used as a target hardening technique will be planted later in the 
year. November being a possibility. The Forum was also reminded that 
Environmental Management had been asked to consult with residents before 
actioning this work.

- Manchester Airport – 

A resident requested that the recent financial windfall received from the Manchester 
Airport subsidy be spent on appropriate projects.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCES AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING HELD ON 16 MARCH 2017
128
Apologies had been received from Councillor Wazir, Neil & Sue Dixon and Erica 
Ward.

The minutes of the Area Forum meeting held on Thursday 16th March 2017 were 
approved as a correct record subject to the following amendment:

Minute 120 – ‘Streetscene’ should read ‘Streetwise’.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS
129
1. The Forum was informed that the mowing regime at the old St Wilfred’s School 

Playing Fields had not commenced.

MEMBERS/WARD FUNDS 2017/2018 AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED DURING 
2016/2017
130
The Forum was informed that the following funds are available to the Ward during 
2017/2018:

Members Funds - £6000 (£2000 per Ward Member)
Ward Funds - £8000
Environmental Fund - £1072.68



Information was also circulated which illustrated the projects / initiatives that were 
funded from Members / Ward Funds 2016/2017. A link to this information is provided 
below.

Healey Ward and Members Funds 2016/17

COUNCILLORS' NEWS
131
Ward Councillors informed the Forum of the following issues:

1. GMP did not attend the last Township Committee meeting.
2. Public Realm Inspectors (PRI) and Town Centre Wardens have now been 

recruited by the Council. It is hoped that the PRI for Healey Ward will attend 
future area forum meetings.

3. Fourteen new businesses have recently been established.
4. The new development within the Town Centre will cause disruption.
5. The work in the Town Centre (planters / paving / traffic control measures) around 

Yorkshire Street / Baillie Street is looking good.
6. The old Santander building in the Town Centre has been bought by the Council.
7. Major road works on Yorkshire Street / Halifax Road are due to commence w/c 

31st July and is likely to cause disruption. 
8. The recent Town Hall bid for heritage funding was unsuccessful, however a new 

revised bid will be submitted in the near future.
9. A number of new developments within the Town Centre were discussed – 

restaurants / public houses.

In response to a question it was confirmed that discussions are still taking place 
regards introducing a regular river cleaning schedule.

GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
132
The Forum was informed that:

1. The recent events at Syke Base – ‘Afternoon Tea’, ‘Lunchtime soup and rolls’, 
‘Barbeque’ were all successful. A strawberry tea event and auction will be held at 
the Base on 19th August and 21st September 2017.

2. The kitchen at the Base is now complete.
3. Work is ongoing in attempts to identify funding streams for the Base
4. A bid to Viridor was successful and the funding will be used to improve the 

exterior of the building including the entrance.
5. Consideration was being given to securing funding for a Community Notice / 

Information Board to be placed near the Base.

It was also reported that the Base had recently been broken into. Computers were 
taken and damage occurred. The individuals responsible for this had been identified.

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
133
The next meeting of the Area Forum will be on Thursday 21st September 2017, 
commencing 6.30pm at Syke Community Base.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s56177/Healey%20WardMembers%20Funds%202016-17.pdf


Healey Ward Fund - 2016/17
Ref Amount

W/03/16 £750.00

W/18/16 £700.00

W/20/16 £1,000.00

W/28/16 £500.00

W/29/16 £1,800.00

W/30/16 £1,000.00

W/31/16 £150.00

W/32/16 £1,500.00

W/33/16 £600.00

£8,000.00

Healey Members Fund - 2016/17
Ref Amount

M/09/16 £258.48

M/10/16 £228.25

M/13/16 £239.22

M/34/16 £875.18

M/35/16 £898.87

M/62/16 £1,100.00

M/63/16 £800.00

M/32/16 £500.00

M/33/16 £875.18

M/64/16 £224.62

£5,999.80

Environmental Fund £1,072.68

Welcome to Shawclough Stone

Dewhirst Road Bus Stop Flags Repair

Cronkeyshaw Common Improvements

Calverley Way Grit Bin

Fencing rear of Bernard Street

Thrum Hall Church Roof Repair

Project Name

Shawclough Road Traffic Survey

Dewhirst Road Bus Stop Flags Repair

Shawclough Road/Bentley Street Crossing Sign

Syke Community Kitchen

Welcome to Shawclough Stone

Lowerfold Drive Grit Bin

Whitworth Road Traffic Survey

Syke Road Picnic Benches

Thrum Hall Church Roof Repairs

Cronkeyshaw Common Improvements

Project Name

Bernard Street Bollards

Fieldhouse Road Guard Rail Adjustment

Shawclough Road Bollards
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